Classroom Walk-Through Observation Checklist

	Observable Indicators 
	Examples

	· instruction and assessment are focused on clearly identified standards
	· lesson plans reflect both standard and element being taught

	· units of study are framed around “essential ?s” to engage students in understanding big ideas
	· essential questions are written on the board/posted

· teacher states essential understandings or questions

· when questioned, students can tell what they’re learning

	· units of study are anchored by performance tasks requiring students to demonstrate their understanding
	· students are engaged in activities requiring application of the element being taught – ex. project, play, PowerPoint, presentation, making graphs and charts – not a lot of worksheet practice.

· when questioned, students can explain what they’re doing and WHY

	· students are engaged (“hooked”) throughout the unit
	· active participation

· students asking questions

· students involved in conversation

· student directed and/or teacher facilitated discussions

· students are investigating to learn

· students are applying previously learned skills to create a product

	· teacher-student interaction (questioning, probing, feedback) stimulates student and teacher reflection
	· frequent informal assessement used to guide lesson – ex.  Ticket-out-the-door, thumbs up/thumbs down, brief reporting out, oral summarization of the essential understanding or answer an essential question

· student feedback is used to alter and plan instruction

· teachers look for examples of “what students should be able to do” listed on the unpacked element template

	· textbook is only one resource among many 
	· other resources are used in addition to adopted text – websites, other texts, trade books, library books in the classroom 

· use of additional resources is evidenced in lesson plans

· lesson plans do not follow adopted text in chronological order

	· teacher evaluations of student products/performances are based upon established criteria and performance standards
	· students possess and refer to the specific grading criteria checklist

· steps for completing performance tasks and other assignments are posted and available

· teachers and students refer to examples of quality work – anchor papers, model projects

	· scoring rubrics and performance standards are made public (presented to students and parents)
	· rubrics are posted and used as a reference for major assignments and performance tasks

	· models of excellent work are provided to students
	

	· students are involved in self and or peer evaluation based upon established criteria and performance standards
	· time is provided in lesson plans for students to self and peer assess

· students look at examples of work in cooperative groups or partners and discuss 

· students monitortheir progress through graphing, tallying or charting, ex. sight words, vocabulary, fluency, etc.
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